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President, Federation of American Scientists 06/2018 - present: Executive Director of non-profit, 
non-partisan policy organization that dates back to 1945, with a mission to apply science and 
technology toward the benefit of humankind. FAS is focused on reducing threats from nuclear 
and biological weapons; combatting disinformation around the COVID-19 pandemic; and educat-
ing the public and policy makers on scientific and technology matters; my responsibilities in-
clude fundraising, building partnerships, day-to-day operations; leading the COVID-19 response 
which includes an effort to combat COVID-19 disinformation; running an initiative to educate 
Congressional lawmakers on scientific issues; and coordinating efforts among other scientific or-
ganization leaders on science-related policy issues.  

Legislative Director and National Security Advisor, Office of Senator Al Franken  08/2015 - 
1/2018: I ran the legislative operations for Senator Al Franken where I managed a legislative 
staff of ~15 policy advisors, counsels, legislative correspondents and fellows; in this role I was 
also a member of the senior management team responsible for direction setting and guidance 
for all of the Senator's activities. Accomplishments included working with the Democratic and 
Republican caucus on passage of multiple pieces of legislation; working with the administration 
to both implement legislation and on non-legislative activities. During this period I also served 
as the Senator’s primary advisor on all matters related to national security.

Deputy Legislative Director and Policy Advisor to U.S. Senator Al Franken, 02/2012 – 07/2015: 
Responsible for directing Chairman Franken’s Energy Subcommittee’s activities; team leader and 
principal policy advisor on all energy, environment, agriculture issues. Held multiple hearings; 
negotiated and helped pass several of Senator Franken’s priorities through the Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee and the Senate Floor.  

Adjunct Professor, George Washington University, 10/2012 – 2/2015: Taught undergraduate cour-
ses on alternative energy technologies with a focus on the role of Congress and the broader fed-
eral government’s policy-making process.  

Policy Advisor, Office of Senator Jim Webb, 08/2009 – 02/2012: principal advisor to Senator 
Webb on energy, environment, science where I developed, negotiated legislation, wrote speech-
es, represented the member in various fora.  

AAAS Science and Technology Fellow, Office of Senator Jim Webb, 08/2008 – 08/2009—selected 
as an American Association for the Advancement of Science Fellow to serve in the U.S. Congress. 
Joined Senator Jim Webb’s office as an advisor on energy and environment matters.  

Secure Biotechnology Systems, Inc. 2010: Founder of SBS—startup biotechnology company 
premised on a patent I developed at Princeton University for the purpose of producing DNA syn-
thesis technologies that are inherently safer and more secure.

Research Associate, Princeton School of Public and International Affairs, 01/2007 – 06/2008: De-
veloped proposals to combat bioterrorism, including dealing with dual-use issues: technologies 
that can be used for good or for ill; developed technical and policy solutions to safeguard 
biotechnology from being used to produce biological weapons.  
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United Nations Office of the Secretary General, 10/2006 – 05/2007: Served as Biotech Advisor to 
the Office of the Secretary General Kofi Annan and Ban-ki Moon. Developed policy solutions to 
reduce the risks associated with dual-use biotechnology. Functions included advising, speech 
writing, grant writing and stakeholder outreach; developed public-private partnerships between 
biotechnology CEOs and developing-country stakeholders in order to develop a biotechnology 
framework for the Secretary-General.

Molecular Biology PhD graduate researcher and instructor, Princeton University, 10/1999 - 
06/2006: Worked under direction Eric F. Wieshcaus; recipient of Nobel Prize in Medicine; Re-
searched, published, presented on genetics of cancer. Completed a dissertation on the role of a 
genetic circuitry that guides early embryonic development and is involved in a number of human 
cancers. Received Princeton University’s excellence in teaching award.

Virology Researcher, Oregon Health and Science University, 01/1997 – 06/1999: Conducted ex-
periments, published numerous scientific articles on molecular and cellular basis of HIV and 
Leukemia infection. Involved with groundbreaking work to identify cellular factors used by a 
number of different viruses to infect human and animal cells.  

Select Committees, Councils and Boards: 
Co-chair; New Voices of National Academies of Science, Engineering, Medicine (NASEM). 
Member; NASEM Global Diplomacy Roundtable; co-chair of subcommittee on disinformation. 
Co-chair: NASEM COVID-19 Forum. 
Polaris Council Member; GAO Science, Technology, Analytics and Assessment Unit. 
Board of Advisors; National Science Policy Network. 
Member; World Economic Forum Global Future Council on Scientific Collaboration. 

Education. 
Ph.D.; Princeton University; Dep. Molecular Biology, Princeton, New Jersey, 06 / 2006
B.A.; Biology; Reed College, Portland, Oregon, 01/1997

Publications, Languages, Interests
Authored dozens of scientific, policy, & popular pieces. Full full list see: www.fas.org/expert/
ali-nouri/
Fluent in English and Persian; conversational French 
Recreational pilot and science policy pod/vodcaster: https://bit.ly/3lxTnnm




